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DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 
New Business 
 

NEW CERTIFICATES 
 

 FCS      Assigned to (Traci & Arundhati) 
 
Dietetic Internship Graduate Certificate 
 
Graduate Catalog copy for new program. 

[Listed after Dietetic Internship Sequence information Option II - Non-Thesis list of degree requirements] 

 (Non-degree seeking, supervised practice only) 

The Dietetic Internship offers a 10-credit hour Certificate Program. Upon successful completion of the supervised 
practice experience, students earn the ACEND Verification Statement necessary for applying to take the national 
registration examination. 

Certificate Requirements: 

- 10 hours: FCS 402 (2 credits; repeated for a total of 4) and FCS 498 (3 credits; repeated for a total of 6). 

[Then slightly modify the last paragraph within the Dietetic Internship sequence to include certificate program as 
follows] 

The graduate Dietetic Internship (MS and Certificate Program) at Illinois State University is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, 120 South 
Riverside Plaza, Suite 2190, Chicago, IL 60606-6995; (312) 899-0040, ext. 5400. 

Description for the proposed program. 

The new distance dietetic internship will be a 10-credit hour Certificate Program. Students will complete 1,296 hours 
of supervised practice during rotations in community nutrition, medical nutrition therapy, and foodservice while taking 
FCS 498 in the fall and spring semesters. Additionally, students will take FCS 402 online during the fall and spring 
semesters to meet accreditation requirements to cover various required student learning outcomes. This program will 
be a distance program. Students will set up their rotation sites with approval from the program director. 

The current dietetic internship/master's program will continue as is. 

Rationale of proposed program. 

The Illinois State University Dietetic Internship (MS/DI) completed a successful accreditation self-study and site visit 
during spring 2018. During the process, the Program Director and constituents realized the potential for a distance 
internship as more undergraduate students have begun staying in our department to complete a Master's Degree 
(Accelerated Master's). Their Master's Degree in our department makes them ineligible to apply for our dietetic 
internship since it is currently a combined Master's/Internship. Additionally, last year the current dietetic internship 
program received 86 applications for its 10 spots. There is a need for another option for dietetic students to obtain 
their supervised practice (the requirement to sit for the national registration exam). The dietetic internship program is 
clearly well-known and in-demand. While we do not have capacity in the local area to add rotation sites, we believe 

https://www.registrar.ilstu.edu/curriculumforms


 

the proposed distance program will be a sufficient way to meet current demand. We anticipate serving up to 50 
additional students per cohort. 

The Illinois State University Dietetic Internship has the leadership, administrative support, and potential to become a 
nationally recognized distance internship. The dietetic internship is requesting a new distance/rotation only program 
where interns would complete 10 graduate credit hours (Graduate Certificate Program) while completing their 
supervised practice rotations. The 1,296 hours of supervised practice would then make them eligible to site for the 
national registration examination to become a Registered Dietitian. 

Describe the expected effects of the proposed program on existing campus programs (if 
applicable). 

The only program similar to this is the current combined dietetic internship/master's program. Last year 
that program had 86 applicants for its 10 spots. This new program will provide another option for up to 50 
dietetic students per year to obtain their supervised practice, without earning a master's degree. 
 

 NUR       Assigned to (Kim Astroth) 
 
School Nurse Graduate Certificate 
 
Graduate Catalog copy for new program. 

10 total hours are required to complete this graduate certificate 

3.00 GPA is required to graduate  
 
Required courses (10 hours): NUR 416, 417, 418.   

All courses are online; 2 offered in the summer term, 1 in the fall term. 

 
Description for the proposed program. 

The School Nurse Graduate Certificate program is a fully online 10 credit hour certificate that meets the 
Illinois State Board of Education certified Professional Educator License (PEL) and certified school nurses 
requirements. The certificate will be a full-cost recovery, post baccalaureate program open to school 
nurses with an unencumbered Illinois Registered Nurse license and 2 years of relevant nursing 
experience. Theory courses will be offered in the summer followed by a 3 credit hour clinical practicum 
during the fall semester. 

Rationale for proposed program. 

The increasing complexity of health issues requires school nurses to receive advanced training in 
educational theory, child development, public health theory and case management. The Illinois State 
Board of Education is requiring school districts to have Certified School Nurses (CSN) to complete 
Individualized Educational Plans and conduct case management. 

The America's Promise School Project works closely with school districts in central Illinois. District 87 
(Bloomington), Unit 5 (Normal), CSUD #3 (Tri-Valley) and CSUD 61 (Decatur Public Schools) requested 
that ISU offer a school nurse certificate program to meet this expanding need. 

A statewide needs assessment was done to determine interest in the program. A total of 739 nurses 
responded to the needs assessment; 236 indicated they definitely or probably would enroll in an online 
certificate program. 

 



 

NEW SEQUENCES 
 
 

 ECO        Assigned to (Art) 
 

Quantitative Economics Sequence  
 
Graduate Catalog copy for new program. 

The sequence in quantitative economics is designed for students who intend to pursue doctoral level 
studies in economics or related fields. 

- Total number of credit hours required: 34 hours (or more) 

- 19 hours core: ECO 437, 438, 439, 440, 441, 495 

- 3 hours: ECO 492 

- 12 or more hours from the list of math courses: MAT 337, 347, 350, 447, 455, 456, 461 

Description of the proposed program. 

The field of economics has become quantitative over time. Students who plan to pursue a PhD in 
economics must have a solid background in quantitative methods, including courses in matrix algebra, 
calculus, stochastic processing, real analysis, and more. The proposed sequence in "quantitative 
economics" is primarily designed for students who intend to pursue a PhD in economics. In addition to the 
22 hours of required courses in economics, students will take 12 or more credit hours from a selected list 
of graduate-level courses in mathematics. 

Rationale of proposed program. 

On an annual basis, several of the students who join the master's program in applied economics intend to 
pursue a PhD after their graduation. Joining the PhD program in economics, however, requires a solid 
quantitative background, which many students lack. Under the current program offerings in economics, 
students have limited options to take courses outside of the department. In fact, outside courses are 
handled on individual basis using overrides, and are at the discretion of the graduate program director. 
The proposed sequence in quantitative economics provides a formal sequence through which potential 
candidates can take several courses in the math department while at the same time satisfying their 
economics graduation requirements, and graduate within the two-year framework. 

 
 

 SED        Assigned to (John) 
 

Special Education Sequence in the M.S. in Special Education 
 
Graduate Catalog copy for new program. 

Special Education Sequence 

 24 hours: EAF 410 or 415; SED 409, 410, 422 or 472, 440, 445 or 470, 448, and 454. Students 
successfully completing the core are considered to have Advanced Graduate status. 

 6 hours: An area of concentration or approved sequence of electives to be determined with the 
graduate advisor, including a minimum of 6 hours of graduate work. 



 

 9 hours: A pre-approved capstone research or application project including SED 482 and a 
minimum of 6 additional hours from SED 498 or SED 499. Students must have attained 
Advanced Graduate status to begin the capstone experience. 

Candidates will prepare an individual student portfolio documenting that all requirements established in 
the Department of Special Education Performance-Based Assessment System have been successfully 
met. This documentation includes multiple measures of knowledge, performance, and disposition 
standards. 

Description for the proposed program. 

Special Education Sequence 

 24 hours: EAF 410 or 415; SED 409, 410, 422 or 472, 440, 445 or 470, 448, and 454. Students 
successfully completing the core are considered to have Advanced Graduate status. 

 6 hours: An area of concentration or approved sequence of electives to be determined with the 
graduate advisor, including a minimum of 6 hours of graduate work. 

 9 hours: A pre-approved capstone research or application project including SED 482 and a 
minimum of 6 additional hours from SED 498 or SED 499. Students must have attained 
Advanced Graduate status to begin the capstone experience. 

Candidates will prepare an individual student portfolio documenting that all requirements established in 
the Department of Special Education Performance-Based Assessment System have been successfully 
met. This documentation includes multiple measures of knowledge, performance, and disposition 
standards. 

Rationale for proposed program. 

We want to offer students two options for sequences leading to the M.S. in Special Education. Currently, 
in the graduate catalog, there are no sequences offered. Therefore, this proposal takes the current M.S. 
program as is and makes it into a sequence. Another proposed sequence entitled Interdisciplinary Early 
Intervention Sensory Disabilities will provide students with another sequence of study to get the M.S. 
degree (please see other new sequence proposal submitted). 

 
REVISED PROGRAMS 

 

 CHE        Assigned to (Robert) 
 
Master of Chemistry Education 
 
Current Graduate Catalog copy for program. 

The Master of Chemistry Education (M.C.E.) is a professional degree designed to improve the content and 
pedagogical knowledge of teachers of chemistry who do not possess a bachelor’s degree in Chemistry. The 
degree requires 33 credit hours of coursework in three areas: Chemistry Content, Chemistry Education, and 
Foundational Science Education. It also requires a continuing and capstone project. By the time of final degree 
awarding, a candidate must have completed three years of full-time teaching. 

Chemistry Content: 

- 9 credit hours from the following: CHE 315, 344, 350, 380A11, 380A41, 380A52, 380A53, 380A54, or any 

380 or 400 level course in Inorganic, Organic, Analytical, Physical, or Biochemistry for which the student 
has appropriate prerequisites. No credit will be granted for an Illinois State University course if a student 
has already taken an equivalent course elsewhere. 

 



 

Chemistry Education and Science Education: 

- 18 credit hours from the following: CHE 401, 402, 403, 432, 433; TCH 401, 450, 451, 453 

Capstone Project: 

- 6 credit hour sequence: CHE 490 and/or 498; or SED 406 and 407; or TCH 481 and 482, or TCH 402 
and 493 

Revised Graduate Catalog copy for program. 

Master of Chemistry Education Program Requirements 

The Master of Chemistry Education (M.C.E.) is a professional degree designed to improve the content and 
pedagogical knowledge of teachers of chemistry who do not possess a bachelor’s degree in Chemistry. The 
degree requires 33 credit hours of coursework in two areas: Chemistry Content and Chemistry 
Education, or Foundational Science Education. It also requires a two semester capstone project. By the time of 
final degree awarding, a candidate must have completed three years of full-time teaching. 

Chemistry Content: 

- 9 credit hours from the following: CHE 315, 318, 344, 350, 362, or any 380 or 400 level course in 

Inorganic, Organic, Analytical, Physical, or Biochemistry for which the student has appropriate 
prerequisites. No credit will be granted for an Illinois State University course if a student has already taken 
an equivalent course elsewhere. 

Chemistry Education and Science Education: 

- 18 credit hours from the following: CHE 401, 402, 403; TCH 401, 450, 451, 453 

Capstone Project: 

- 6 credit hour sequence: CHE 481 and 482, TCH 481 and 482, SED 406 and 407, or CHE 490 and/or 498 

Description and list of proposed program revisions. 

1. Courses have been removed from the list of course options for the program. 300-level "Chemistry 
Content" courses not previously in the Graduate Catalog have been added as options. 

2. CHE 481 and 482 have been added to the Capstone Project option and the rest of the courses 
reordered. 

3. In the description of the program paragraph, three change to two, and the and/or changes. 

Rationale for proposed program revisions. 

1. Courses have been removed from the list of course options for the program. They have been removed 
because either they are no longer in the graduate catalog so not an option of a class to take or for the 
CHE 380 courses they would be included in the statement "or any 380 or 400-level course" so it is 
redundant to list them. 300-level "Chemistry Content" courses that were not previously listed have been 
added as options. 

2. CHE 481 and 482 have been added to the Capstone Project option and the rest of the courses 
reordered. These are new courses which have been proposed to allow students to complete their 
capstone project with in the Chemistry department with course descriptions and numbers which 
appropriately match the work the students do for the capstone project. These courses have been 



 

proposed and are associated with this proposal. The course list was reorderd to align with the description 
of the MSCE program, and to put the most commonly chosen options first. 

3. In the description of the program paragraph, three change to two, and the and/or changes happened, 
because it more accurately reflects the initial intent of the degree program and the focus on Chemistry 
Education. As originally written, it read as if students had to take Science education classes which would 
be offered by TCH, however this is not true and does not reflect how the degree was intended or 
described to students. Chemistry Education and Science Education courses are considered equal and 
options for students in either area depending on their interests, course offering, etc. Principles of science 
education apply to chemistry education so these are not different areas. 

 

 CHE      Assigned to (Traci & Arundhati) 
 

Master of Science in Chemistry Education 
 
Current Graduate Catalog copy for program. 

Master of Science in Chemistry Education Program Requirements 

The Master of Science in Chemistry Education (M.S.C.E.) is a professional degree designed to improve the 
content and pedagogical knowledge of teachers of chemistry who already possess a bachelor’s degree in 
Chemistry. The 33 credit hour degree requires coursework in three areas: Chemistry Content, Chemistry 
Education, and Foundational Science Education. It also requires a continuing and capstone classroom project. 
By the time of final degree awarding, a candidate must have completed three years of full-time teaching. 

Chemistry Content: 

- 12 credit hours from the following: CHE 315, 344, 350, 380A11, 380A41, 380A52, 380A53, 380A54, or 

any 380 or 400-level course in Inorganic, Organic, Analytical, Physical, or Biochemistry for which the 
student has appropriate prerequisites. No credit will be granted for an Illinois State University course if a 
student has already taken an equivalent course elsewhere 

Chemistry Education and Science Education: 

- 15 credit hours from the following: CHE 380A48, 401, 402, 403, 432, 433; TCH 401, 450, 451, 453 

Capstone Project: 

- 6 credit hour sequence: TCH 481 and 482 or TCH 402 and 493, or SED 406 and 407; or CHE 490 and/or 
498 

Revised Graduate Catalog copy for program. 

Master of Science in Chemistry Education Program Requirements 

The Master of Science in Chemistry Education (M.S.C.E.) is a professional degree designed to improve 
the content and pedagogical knowledge of teachers of chemistry who already possess a bachelor’s 
degree in Chemistry. The 33 credit hour degree requires coursework in two areas: Chemistry 
Content, and Chemistry Education, or Foundational Science Education. It also requires a two 
semester capstone classroom project. By the time of final degree awarding, a candidate must have 
completed three years of full-time teaching. 

Chemistry Content: 

- 12 credit hours from the following: CHE 315, 318, 344, 350, 362, or any 380 or 400-level course in 
Inorganic, Organic, Analytical, Physical, or Biochemistry for which the student has appropriate 



 

prerequisites. No credit will be granted for an Illinois State University course if a student has already 
taken an equivalent course elsewhere 

Chemistry Education and Science Education: 

- 15 credit hours from the following: 401, 402, 403; TCH 401, 450, 451, 453 

Capstone Project: 

- 6 credit hour sequence: CHE 481 and 482; or TCH 481 and 482;, or SED 406 and 407; or CHE 490 
and/or 498 

Description and list of proposed program revisions. 

1. Courses have been removed from the list of course options for the program. Additional appropriate 
Chemistry Content courses have been added as options. 

2. CHE 481 and 482 have been added to the Capstone Project option. 

3. In the description of the program paragraph, three change to two, and the and/or changes to correct 
the language. 

Rationale for proposed program revisions. 

1. Courses have been removed from the list of course options for the program. They have been removed 
because either they are no longer in the graduate catalog so not an option of a class to take or for the 
CHE 380 courses they would be included in the statement "or any 380 or 400-level course" so it is 
redundant to list them. Two courses have been added (CHE 318 and 362) in the Chemistry Content as 
appropriate options in that area. 

2. CHE 481 and 482 have been added to the Capstone Project option. These are new courses which 
have been proposed to allow students to complete their capstone project with in the Chemistry 
department with course descriptions and numbers which appropriately match the work the students do for 
the capstone project. These courses have been proposed and are associated with this proposal. 

3. In the description of the program paragraph, three change to two, and the and/or changes happened, 
because it more accurately reflects the initial intent of the degree program and the focus on Chemistry 
Education. As originally written, it read as if students had to take Science education classes which would 
be offered by TCH, however this is not true and does not reflect how the degree was intended or 
described to students. Chemistry Education and Science Education courses are considered equal and 
options for students in either area depending on their interests, course offering, etc. Principles of science 
education apply to chemistry education so these are not different areas. 

 

REVISED SEQUENCE 

 

 POL        Assigned to (Art) 
 
Global Politics and Cultures Sequence 
 
Current Graduate Catalog copy for program. 

Global Politics and Cultures is a 32-hour sequence designed for students interested in the increasingly 
inter-connected politics of the modern world. 



 

Option I—Thesis: Requirements are as follows:  

12 hours including POL 496, POL 441, POL 451, POL 417  

3 hours of POL 461 or 497  

12 hours of POL 400-level seminars chosen from POL 411, 417, 421, 431, 433, 441, 451, 461, 463, 470, 
497 (NOTE: One seminar only may be replaced with 3 hours of summer POL 400 or 490, with prior 
approval of the Graduate Coordinator and a letter from the instructor certifying that the content 

adequately substitutes for a regular seminar.)  

4-6 hours of POL 499  

electives as needed to reach a total of 32 hours, representing a range of sub-disciplines of political 
science, chosen from POL 400-level or POL 300-level courses if listed in the Graduate Catalog. With prior 
approval of the Graduate Coordinator, electives may include up to 3 hours of relevant graduate courses 
from other departments. 

Option II—Comprehensive Exam: Requirements are as follows:  

12 hours including POL 496, POL 441, POL 451, POL 417  

3 hours of POL 461 or 497  

12 hours of POL 400-level seminars chosen from POL 411, 417, 421, 431, 433, 441, 451, 461, 463, 470, 
497 (NOTE: One seminar only may be replaced with 3 hours of summer POL 400 or 490, with prior 
approval of the Graduate Coordinator and a letter from the instructor certifying that the content 

adequately substitutes for a regular seminar.)  

electives as needed to reach a total of 32 hours, representing a range of sub-disciplines of political 
science, chosen from POL 400-level or POL 300-level courses if listed in the Graduate Catalog. With prior 
approval of the Graduate Coordinator, electives may include up to 3 hours of relevant graduate courses 

from other departments.  

Pass a comprehensive exam 

Revised Graduate Catalog copy for program. 

Global Politics is a 32-hour sequence designed for students interested in the increasingly inter-connected 
politics of the modern world. 

Option I—Thesis: Requirements are as follows:  

9 hours including POL 496, POL 441, POL 451 

3 hours of POL 461 or 497  

12 hours of POL 400-level seminars chosen from POL 411, 421, 431, 433, 441, 451, 461, 463, 470, 497 
(NOTE: One seminar only may be replaced with 3 hours of summer POL 400 or 490, with prior approval 
of the Graduate Coordinator and a letter from the instructor certifying that the content adequately 

substitutes for a regular seminar.)  

4-6 hours of POL 499 electives as needed to reach a total of 32 hours, representing a range of sub-
disciplines of political science, chosen from POL 400-level or POL 300-level courses if listed in the 
Graduate Catalog. With prior approval of the Graduate Coordinator, electives may include up to 3 hours 
of relevant graduate courses from other departments. 



 

Option II—Comprehensive Exam: Requirements are as follows:  

9 hours including POL 496, POL 441, POL 451 

3 hours of POL 461 or 497  

12 hours of POL 400-level seminars chosen from POL 411, 421, 431, 433, 441, 451, 461, 463, 470, 497 
(NOTE: One seminar only may be replaced with 3 hours of summer POL 400 or 490, with prior approval 
of the Graduate Coordinator and a letter from the instructor certifying that the content adequately 

substitutes for a regular seminar.)  

electives as needed to reach a total of 32 hours, representing a range of sub-disciplines of political 
science, chosen from POL 400-level or POL 300-level courses if listed in the Graduate Catalog. With prior 
approval of the Graduate Coordinator, electives may include up to 3 hours of relevant graduate courses 

from other departments.  

Pass a comprehensive exam 

Description and list of proposed program revisions. 

1. Dropping "and Cultures" from the title and other locations. NOTE: A petition has been sent to the 
Provost for this title change. 

2. Dropping POL 417 
3. Reducing required courses from 12 to 9 (reflecting the elimination of 417) 
4. Removing 417 from the seminar options 

Rationale for proposed program revisions. 

POL 417 will no longer be taught due to a lack of interest from the graduate students. This has been 
confirmed by the Graduate Committee and the Graduate Director. Faculty that teach the class have been 
made aware and agree with its elimination. With its elimination, the title of the sequence needed to 
change (417 was the culture component of Global Politics and Culture). 

 

 300 level dual credit courses discussion                                                      (Amy) 

 
Eliminate future dual credit courses  
Dual credit courses are those 300 level courses in which a graduate student can receive graduate credit. 
Currently departments/schools may establish these types of courses by completing the University 
Curriculum Committee (UCC) online proposal form. If approved by the UCC, it is sent to the Graduate 
School for Graduate Curriculum Committee (GCC) approval. To be approved by the GCC, the syllabus 
must contain “additional” course requirements to make it worthy of graduate credit.  

 
Proposal: It is requested that new or revised dual credit courses require establishment of a 300 level and 
a separate 400 level course rather than one 300 level dual credit course.  
Once both courses are approved, they are scheduled to be taught in the same room, at the same time, 
by the same instructor, mirroring current practice. Such an assignment will be equivalent to one section 
of a single course, because the maximum number of students in the class would not increase, the 
number of contact hours would remain the same, and the faculty work load would not increase because 
graduate students in dual credit courses should already be completing the additional graduate level 
work prior to this change.  
 

 



 

Pros:  
 

 The stigma/lack of understanding (outside of ISU) of 300 level courses on a graduate student’s 
transcript. These courses are often interpreted as junior level courses at many other 
universities.  

 End confusion on whether the course is being taken for graduate or undergraduate credit. 
Regularly, the Registrar’s office is asked to change course credit up to two and three semesters 
after enrollment because the graduate student unknowingly registered as an undergraduate. It 
is difficult to determine if graduate credit was earned.  

 Many international exchange students cannot take the 300 level version of the course because 
their home universities will not accept anything except 400+ level courses.  

 Improve the rigor of the course for graduate students due to improved graduate requirements 
and monitoring by faculty.  

 Help students and programs better meet the HLC 50% graduate (400) level course requirements 
for graduation.  

 Courses will remain essentially the same (including the title and learning outcomes) with the 
only difference being the additional graduate student assignments.  

 Ease for instructors to know there is a graduate student in the class who has different 
requirements because they are registered for a graduate course.  
 

Cons:  
 

 Courses must go through 2 curriculum processes – UCC and GCC.  

 Potentially a reduced number of courses available for graduate credit due to the need for 2 
proposals.  

 Creates a need to address whether a student can take both the 300 level version and 400 level. 
(Must add a “not for credit if had” statement to the courses unless content is different as in, for 
example, topics courses.)  

 An associate or full graduate faculty member may not have been the instructor of record for the 
300 level dual  

 
 


