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GRADUATE COUNCIL MEETING 

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

2:00pm 

STV 401 

1. Call to Order  

2. Approval of Minutes – October 22, 2025 

3. Old business 

  a.) Continue working on Bylaws Revisions  

4. Reports from Committees 

a. Curriculum Committee (Chair: Eric Peterson) 
Report:  

l.    November 12, 2025, meeting 

b. Research Committee (Chair: Justin Turner) 

Report: 

I. Fisher Thesis Competition Winners 

Overall University Winner: 
Sumeet Paramaj – College of Applied Science and Technology, Department of Technology: 
“Hydronic Parking Lots: A Solution for Urban Heat Island Mitigation” 

University Runner-Up:  
Kitty Davies – Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts, Wonsook Kim School of Art: “The Body is 
On”  

University MAGS submission: 

Kitty Davies – Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts, Wonsook Kim School of Art: “The Body is On”  

College Winners: 
Miriam Wolff – College of Arts and Sciences, School of Communication: “A New Theater for 
Age-Old Social Patterns: An Exploratory Study of Interpersonal Dynamics and the Overlay of 
Gender Within AI Companionship” 

 
Tori Lomelino – College of Arts and Sciences, Department of Psychology: “Supervisor Support 

and Job Satisfaction: “The Mediating Roles of Work-Life Balance and Perceived Employability 
with Gender as A Moderator” 

 
Adina Fazyl – College of Arts and Sciences, Department of Biological Sciences: “Mechanical 

Force Detection and Resilience in The Musculature of Caenorhabditis Elegans” 

The awards ceremony will be held on April 10, 2026 at the Research Symposium awards ceremony.  

All finalists receive $200 awards. The university runner-up receives an additional $100 award, while the 
overall university winner receives an additional $200 award. 

c. Membership/Student Development Committee (Chair: Anna Smith) 

Reports: 

I. Winegarner scholarship Winners: 
▪ Emmanuel Oladokun (BSC) 

▪ Md Mamunur Rashid Zaber (TCH & LRN) 
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▪ Begum Orhan (PSY) 

▪ Christabel Abugu (GEO) 

▪ Grace Adeyemo (COM) 

II. Graduate Faculty Status report  

III. Bylaws edits for Section 3. Membership Criteria of the Graduate Faculty  
 

d. Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee (Chair: Greg Braswell) 
Report:  

l. Request: For Bylaws - Include representatives from the College of Engineering on each committee  
             of the Graduate Council. This request is on behalf of the EDI committee of the Council.              
 

5.  New Business  

a)  Dissertation Completion Grant Awardees 

• Debajjyoti Basu (BSC) 

• Mouna Bounouader (EAF) 

• Rochelle Goins (SCH PSY) 

• Edith Kachia (EAF) 

• Eric Korankye (ENG) 

• Heather O’Leary (ENG) 

• Viraj Patel (Tch & Lrn) 

• Jewel Woodard (EAF) 

b) Role of the Graduate Council and institutional changes 

c) Other Items for Discussion  


