GRADUATE COUNCIL MINUTES

Wednesday, October 22, 2025, 2:00 p.m. STV 401

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Claudia Petrescu, Associate Vice President for
Graduate Education & Internationalization Initiatives

MEMBERS PRESENT
Membership/Student

Development Committee:

Curriculum Committee:
Research Committee:
Equity, Diversity and
Inclusion Committee:
Graduate Student:

MEMBERS ABSENT
Membership/Student

Development Committee:

Curriculum Committee:
Research Committee:
Equity, Diversity and
Inclusion Committee:
Graduate Student:

Guest:

Also present:

Approval of Minutes

Susan Chen, Rebekka Darner, Sarah Smelser, Anna Smith
Mary Dyck, Stella Liao, Beth MacDonald, Scott Pierce
Kevin Meyer, Justin Turner

Greg Braswell, Claire Lieberman, Miranda Lin, Jessica Sullivan
Edcel Cintron-Gonzales, Ishmael Neequaye

Duleep Delpechitre, Qi Zhang
Eric Peterson, Melisa Oresky
Shawn Hitchcock, Chang Su-Russell

Mona Bahl, H. Sally Xie
Fathema Alam

Monica Noraian, Director Cecilia J. Lauby Teacher Education Center

Emma Kopko, Graduate School Assistant Director of Marketing and
Recruitment; and Kim Shennett, Graduate School

Susan Chang moved to approve minutes of September 24, 2025. Stella Liao seconded. All approved.

Administrative report

a. Guest speaker, Monica Noraian, talked about the work of the Council for Teacher
Education Committee. She also asked for a representative from Council to serve
on this committee for the academic year. Beth MacDonald volunteered to be the
faculty representative on the Committee. Graduate student, Ishmael Neequaye,
also volunteered to be a graduate student representative.

Committee Reports

a. Membership/Student Development
i. Anna Smith, chair of committee, reported the committee had completed the

review of Lela Winegarner Scholarship applications. They are still reviewing
24 graduate faculty nominations.

b. Curriculum
i. Mary Dyck stated the curriculum committee met last week. There was not a

quorum at the meeting. They reviewed 3 inactivation program proposals. The
Registrar’s Office staff conducted Coursedog training during the meeting.
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c. Research
i. Justin Turner, chair of committee, reported the committee had completed
their review of 5 Fisher Thesis Competition submissions. The review deadline
is today. Results will be announced at the next meeting.
ii. Callfor Clarence W. Sorensen Distinguished Dissertation Award submissions
was disseminated on the 16th.

d. Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
i. Greg Braswell, chair of committee, reported the committee had finished the
review of 41 EDI scholarship applications. The winners are:
Mizani Roberts (MPH)
Viridiana Bordes (EAF)
Gemini Mpinyuri (STEM MBA)
Kudzaishe Majoni (STEM MBA)
Jewel Woodard (EAF)
Elizabeth Ochoa (SED)
Rhea Guttikar (FCS)
Lesya Zhukovska (MAT)

e. Graduate Student Advisory Council
i. Claudia Petrescu reported the student group met. Student needs and student
engagement was discussed.

Old Business

a. Review Bylaws Revisions
i. Beth MacDonald moved to approve all references to the Associate Vice
President for Research and Graduate Studies be removed throughout the
document and updated to the Associate Vice President for Graduate Education
and Internationalization Initiatives. The motion was seconded by Claire
Lieberman. All members approved.
ii. Section 3. Membership Criteria of the Graduate Faculty

a. The proposed revisions to the membership criteria of the graduate faculty
were discussed.

b. Claudia Petrescu tasked the committee with selecting the appropriate
language to use in this section, to be discussed at the November
meeting.

iii. Section 6. Discussion to take place regarding whether the College of
Engineering needs to appear in this section.

New Business
a. None
Adjournment

a. Beth MacDonald moved to adjourn the meeting; Mary Dyck seconded. All approved.
Meeting adjourned at 2:57 p.m.

GRADUATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE REPORT

Submitted to the Graduate Council October 22, 2025. This report only covers program proposal
information. For complete curriculum proposal information, including graduate course approvals,
please see the University’s Curriculum Proposal site Coursedog: https://app.coursedog.com/

FOR INFORMATION



https://app.coursedog.com/

INACTIVATE PROGRAMS

Certificates:
SED

LBS2 Transition Specialist Graduate Certificate
https://app.coursedog.com/#/cm/request/I86iXb5PU4gVW{IDSI2R

LBS2 Technology Specialist Graduate Certificate
https://app.coursedog.com/#/cm/request/I86jXb5PU4gVW{IDSI2R

LBS2 Multiple Disabilities Specialist Graduate Certificate
https://app.coursedog.com/#/cm/request/c18KLkzJ594JAqSg0SGZ



https://app.coursedog.com/#/cm/request/l86jXb5PU4gVWfJDSl2R
https://app.coursedog.com/#/cm/request/l86jXb5PU4gVWfJDSl2R
https://app.coursedog.com/#/cm/request/c18KLkzJ5g4JAgSg0SGZ

