
 

 

 GRADUATE COUNCIL MINUTES 
Tuesday, March 27, 2018, 9:00 a.m., McCormick 250F  

 

 

Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 by Amy Hurd, Director of Graduate Studies. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT  
Membership/Student  
Development Committee:  Steve Mertens, Eric Peterson, Sarah Smelser, Carla Pohl 
Curriculum Committee:  Tracy Mainieri, Art Martinez, Rick Nagorski, Robert Quinlan 
Research Committee:   Jason Ingram, Noelle Selkow 
Graduate Student:  Adam Guenther 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT  
Membership/Student  
Development Committee: Michaelene Cox, Andrew Hartman, Matt Nelson 
Curriculum Committee:  Erin Mikulec, Denise Wilson 
Research Committee:   Christopher Mulligan, Mark Olson 
Graduate Student:  Arundhati Bhattacharya 
 
Also present:  Rachel Caracci, Associate Director of Graduate Studies and Kim Shennett from the 
Graduate School   

 

Approval of Minutes  

The minutes of February 13, 2018 were approved.   

 

Administrative report 
 

a. Associate Director of Graduate Studies updates –  
i. INTO – Contract has been signed. FAM trip April 23 & 24 – 115 agents will be 

on-campus to get familiar with ISU’s programs and facilities. They are 
responsible for recruiting prospective applicants. 

ii. New domestic admission packet –Comprehensive admission packet will be 
rolling out soon.  

iii. Cognos reports – Administrative Technologies staff are updating the current 
action field on the applicant report to include additional details regarding 
admission status.   

iv. Personal notes – congratulatory handwritten notes are being sent from the 
Graduate School to all newly admitted students. 

v. Recruitment handbook – Rachel hopes to have this completed by mid-summer. 
 

b. Graduate Assistant Union – for teaching graduate assistants only. Human Resources 
staff are verifying student signatures on cards.  Once verified, the contract negotiations 
will begin.  

 
c. Taxation of Tuition Waivers - Representative Rodney Davis is speaking on campus 

today in the Founder’s Suite.  He is working on a bill to remove taxation of tuition 
waivers after $5250 threshold for all classifications of graduate assistants.   

 
d. Admissions  

A chart summarizing the year-to-date analysis of applications was provided as an 
informational item. It was noted that the percentages change daily. 
 

e. University Research Symposium – April 6th - Poster sessions from 9 – 11 a.m. and  
1 – 3:00 p.m. in the Brown Ballroom of the Bone Student Center.  Total registration is 
457.  Criminal Justice Sciences, Physics, Sociology/Anthropology, and Theatre are 
planning to host oral/panel presentations in their departments/schools. 

 



 

 

Committee reports 

a. Membership/Student Development  
i. Graduate Merit Fellowship Applications – Fourteen offers were made in 

February, 2 accepted.  In March, 11 offers have been made. Graduate 
Coordinators to be contacted regarding another round with April deadline for 
additional submissions.   

ii. Spring scholarship applications are currently being reviewed. 
iii. Council election – Need to find College of Education faculty to fill one seat 

being vacated on the Membership/Student Development Committee and 
Graduate Curriculum Committee – there have been no nominees. Due to only 
one nominee running for each open seat, Council endorsed not sending out 
election ballots. 

 
b. Curriculum  

Curriculum report was submitted. Tracy Mainieri moved to accept it.  Adam Guenther 
seconded the motion.  Council unanimously approved.  
 

c. Research 
None 
 

d. Graduate Student Association/Graduate Student Advisory Council 
Career Center representatives were invited to the March 7th meeting to answer job 
search and related questions. 
 

Old business 
 

a. Three year degrees from India (see attached policy) – Discussion continued. INTO 
proposed and ISU approved to accept 3 year degrees from India if they come from a 
National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) accredited A level university 
with Division 1 marks for the graduate pathway programs. This policy is in place 
starting immediately. Admission criteria needs to be identical for all international 
applicants from India. Grading scales were discussed. ISU is looking at accepting B 
level accreditation. This will match what Australia does.  
A vote will take place at the next meeting regarding revising the policy. 
 

b. Milner Library Graduate Faculty status–Library staff meeting all established graduate 
faculty criteria may be nominated. Based on current graduate faculty status criteria, 
they will qualify for Associate status.  
 

New business 
 

None 
 

Meeting was adjourned. 

GRADUATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Submitted to the Graduate Council March 27, 2018. For complete curriculum proposal information 
please see the University’s Curriculum Proposal site: registrar.ilstu.edu/curriculumforms/ 

 

FOR INFORMATION 

 

New Courses 

 
GEO 321 GEOTECTONICS (3 sem. hrs.) 
Discussion of plate tectonics theory, history, and mechanics to explain the nature, distribution, and 
evolution of regional scale tectonic features.  Prerequisite: GEO 102 or 202 or 203, or graduate 
standing.  
 



 

 

Revision to Courses 

 
IT 357 TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES IN DEFENSIVE SECURITY (3 sem. hrs.) (Change the title and 
description) 
Application of current tools and techniques in preventative information assurance and security including 
monitoring and defensive countermeasures. 
Formerly TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES IN INFORMATION ASSURANCE AND SECURITY. Prerequisites: 
Grade of of C or better in IT 250 and 276. 
 

Editorial Revision to Courses 
 

HIS 498 PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE: PUBLIC/APPLIED HISTORY (1-9 sem. hrs.) (Revise the    
description to match language in the list of general courses, and revise the prerequisites) 
Refer to the Index for General Courses.  Supervised practical experience in a professional capacity in 
archives, business, government, historic preservation, historical archeology, historical editing, historical 
society or museum work. Professional practice hours cannot constitute more than 20 percent of the 
hours applied for degree completion.  Prerequisites: Completion of 10 hours of graduate coursework, or 
consent of the graduate director; completion of application procedures. Graduate standing.  
 
POL 339 YOUTH POLITICS (3 sem. hrs.) (Change the title and revise the description)                    
Explores youth issues in politics, media, economic and education systems. Formerly PLAYGROUND 
TO POLITICS.  Prerequisite: Completion of 60 hours or consent of the instructor. POL 161 
recommended.   
 

Reactivation of Course 
 

MQM 426A13 SEMINAR IN MANAGEMENT: NEW VENTURE CREATION (3 sem. hrs.) 
Examination of the different stages and influences on entrepreneurial firms’ performance. Prerequisite: 
MQM 220 or 221. 
 

EDITORIAL REVISION TO PROGRAMS 
 
Sequences: 
 
AGR  
 
Agribusiness Sequence (Update the list of electives to remove AGR 489 and add 492) 
This 37 hour sequence requires: 
- 7 hour required core: AGR 403, 445, and 497 
- 6 hours: MBA 430 and MBA 421;  
- 3 hours of business courses selected from MBA 411, 412, 416, 427, 440, 450; MKT 431  
- 9 hours of advanced agribusiness courses selected from AGR 418, 420, 422 or 424 
- Plus Option 1 or 2 
- Students who completed a limited number of business courses as undergraduates may be required to 
take some or all of the following Pre-MBA courses in accounting, statistics, economics, management, 
marketing, finance, and business law. Foundation courses cannot be presented for use in the 
Agriculture degree program.  
Students with non-business undergraduate degrees may have to complete Pre-MBA Program courses 
before enrolling in MBA core courses. The responsibility for demonstrating prior academic coverage of 
the material at the appropriate level rests with the student, and should be completed at least one month 
prior to the beginning of the first semester of course work. Proficiency exams are available for the Pre-
MBA Program courses. A person may take each proficiency exam only once.  
Option I—Thesis:  
- the degree requirements listed above 
- 6 hours of Master’s Thesis (AGR 499) 
- 6 hours of electives 
Option II—Non-thesis:  
- the degree requirements listed above 
- a synthesizing experience consisting of three hours of Independent Study (AGR 400) under the 
direction of a major advisor and with the approval of an advisory committee.  



 

 

- 9 hours of electives 
- pass a comprehensive written/oral examination 
 
Elective Courses: The following Department of Agriculture courses are acceptable to satisfy the elective 
courses requirement of the Agribusiness Sequence: AGR 304, 305, 306, 312, 313, 314, 315, 317, 318, 
319, 320, 324, 352, 353, 355, 357, 363, 372, 375, 380, 381, 383, 386, 400, 418, 420, 422, 424, 492 or 
coursework of interest from pertinent departments approved by the student’s committee. 
 
Additional 300-level graduate electives may come from the Departments of Accounting; Finance, 
Insurance and Law; Management and Quantitative Methods; and Marketing.  (Agribusiness students 
may earn no more than 12 credits from 400-level courses in the College of Business.) 300- and 400-
level graduate electives may come from the Department of Economics (excluding ECO 401). 
 
AGR 
 
Agricultural Education and Leadership Sequence (Update the list of electives to remove TEC 420, 421, 
422, TCH 434, and 441 & add AGR 492) 
 
Students who completed a limited number of Agricultural Education or education courses as 
undergraduates may be required to take undergraduate foundation courses as a prerequisite. 
Foundation courses cannot be presented for use in the Agricultural Education and Leadership degree 
program.  
 
This 36 hour sequence requires:  
- 7 hour required core: AGR 403, 445, and 497 
- 14 hours of agriculture electives 
- 9 hours from Teaching and Learning, Technology, or other coursework identified by the students’ 
graduate committee as relevant to the area of interest 

- plus Option I or II 
Option I—Thesis:  
- the degree requirements listed above 
- 6 hours of Master’s Thesis (AGR 499) 
Option II—Non-thesis:  
- the degree requirements listed above 
- a synthesizing experience consisting of three hours of Independent Study (AGR 400) under the 
direction of a major advisor and with the approval of an advisory committee.  

- 3 hours of electives from the list below 
- pass a comprehensive written/oral examination 
Students selecting this option must also pass a comprehensive written/oral examination. 
 
Elective Courses: The following Department of Agriculture courses are acceptable to satisfy the elective 
courses requirements of this sequence: AGR 304, 305, 306, 312, 313, 314, 315, 317, 318, 319, 320, 
340, 352, 353, 355, 356, 357, 363, 372, 375, 380, 381, 383, 418, 420, 422, 424, 492. Additional 
graduate electives may come from Teaching and Learning (TCH 401, 402, 407, 409, 411, 430, 432, 
450, 453, 473, 478) and/or Technology (TEC 301, 302, 306, 406, 407, 408) or coursework of interest 
from pertinent departments approved by the student’s committee. 
 
AGR 
 
Agriscience Sequence (Update the list of elective courses and concentrations to remove AGR 489 and 
add 492) 
 
This 36 hour sequence requires: 
- 7 hour required core: AGR 403, 445, and 497 
- 3 hours: BSC 490 
- plus Option I or II 
Option I—Thesis:  
- the degree requirements listed above 
- 6 hours of Master’s Thesis (AGR 499) 
- 20 hours of electives selected from the list below 



 

 

Option II—Non-thesis:  
- the degree requirements listed above 
- a synthesizing experience consisting of three hours of Independent Study (AGR 400) under the 
direction of a major advisor and with the approval of an advisory committee 

- pass a comprehensive written/oral examination 
 
Elective courses: The following courses are acceptable to satisfy the elective courses requirement of 
the Agriscience Sequence: AGR 304, 305, 306, 317, 352, 353, 355, 356, 357, 363, 372, 375, 380, 381, 
492; BSC 301, 321, 335, 336, 415, 425; CHE 344, 444; GEO 303, 304, 305, 360, 380, 386 or 
coursework of interest from pertinent departments approved by the student’s committee. 
 
Concentrations: Students selecting the Agriscience Sequence may elect an Animal Science, Agronomy, 
or Horticulture concentration. Students may choose courses from the following lists for each 
concentration. 
- Animal Science: AGR 317, 363, 372, 375, 380, 381, 386, 492; BSC 321, 416; CHE 344, 444; FCS 
332. 

- Agronomy: AGR 304, 305, 306, 355, 356, 357, 363, 492; BSC 301, 335, 336; GEO 303, 304, 305, 
360, 380. 

- Horticulture: AGR 352, 353, 355, 356, 357, 358, 363, 492; BSC 301, 335, 336. 
 
Degree: 
 
M.S. in Mathematics (Option I – Non-Thesis - Correct the hours of the culminating experience) 
 
Program Requirements 
 
Students must complete either Option I or Option II. Option I requires a culminating experience in the 
form of an approved master’s project, comprehensive exam, or professional practice. Thesis Option II 
requires a master’s thesis. Students may complete a sequence in Mathematics, Actuarial Science, 
Applied Statistics, Biomathematics or in Elementary and Middle School Mathematics Education. 
Students in the Biomathematics sequence must complete Option II.  The culminating experience/thesis 
project must be approved in advance by the Department’s master’s program committee.  
Note: All master’s degree programs require a minimum of 50 percent of the non-thesis credit hours 
applied to the degree to be 400-level courses or above.  All electives are subject to approval by the 
department’s graduate advisor. 
 
Option I—Non-Thesis:  This 32 hour option requires: 
- 26 hours in mathematics; 16 hours at the 400 level, 12 hours of mathematics courses at the 400 level  
- 3 hours: culminating experience in the form of MAT 490 or MAT 498  
- Electives as needed to reach required credit minimum. 
 

 
Three Year India Degree Policy 

 
Purpose 
INTO proposed and ISU has approved to accept 3 year degrees from India if they come from a 
National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) accredited A level university with 
Division 1 marks for the graduate pathway programs. This policy is in place starting 
immediately. There was not sufficient time to investigate and develop a policy for both INTO 
and ISU as a whole.  This needs to be done by early fall.  
 
Background Information 

 NAAC awards institutional cumulative grade point averages (or scores) (CGPA) for 

accreditation purposes. Universities with A level scored 3.0+ on a 4.0 scale. B level 



 

 

scored 2.01-3.00 and C level scores 1.51-2.00. All are considered to be good standing 

or above. 

 Institutions requiring degrees from A level universities – Illinois Institute of 

Technology, Syracuse, University of Alabama Birmingham.  

 Institutions not specifying accreditation level beyond being accredited – University of 

Virginia, Wharton School of Business (Penn), UNC Charlotte, University of Illinois 

 The three-year Indian Bachelor of Arts degree often represents well in excess of the 
1,800 contact hours that are usual for a bachelor’s degree at a regionally accredited 
institution in the United States. Students often go to class 5 days per week, all day.  

 World Education Services (WES) is the premier transcript evaluation company in the 

world. They use the following to determine course GPA/marks: 

 
 Very few people score 85 or above. 

 
Proposed policy: 
ISU will accept 3 year degrees from universities in India if: 

o The degree is from an A or better NAAC accreditation CGPA and an average 

percentage mark at graduation of 55 percent or higher (see chart above) or 

o The degree is from an B or better NAAC accreditation CGPA and an average 

percentage mark at graduation of 60 percent or higher (i.e., second division or 

higher) or 

o The student has completed a post graduate year in the same field or a master’s 

degree in any field. (this is the current procedure) 

 

 Current INTO policy - A or better NAAC accreditation CGPA and an average percentage 

mark at graduation of 60 percent or higher 

 When INTO was asked about the revised policy their response: 

o The policy reflects how Australia currently scores Indian applicants. 

o We support asking for a higher percentage at a lower ranked (still good) 

university. 



 

 

o This would fall squarely in between UAB taking only NAAC A and Suffolk 

accepting all Indian degrees no matter the rank on a case by case basis. 

 


