
Graduate School Merit Fellowship Pilot Program 

Purpose:  To assist graduate programs in attracting high achieving graduate students at Illinois State 

University.  

 

Guidelines:  

1. Funds are to be used to recruit graduate students to their first year of graduate study.  

 

2. Fellowships are renewable for one additional year for fellows who remain in good standing as 

per the Graduate Catalog description. 

 

3. Recipients must be NEW full-time, on-campus graduate students, and hold a 10+ hour 

academic-year assistantship (fall and spring semesters, only). 

 

4. Graduate School Merit Fellows should be of high academic caliber, including a minimum 

baccalaureate GPA of 3.3 for master’s level students. 

 

5. The $3,000 fellowship award will be in addition to the departmental graduate assistantship 

stipend, and cannot be used to replace departmental (or other) funds. Funds are distributed to 

the student and not to the department. 

 

6. The student must have an assistantship offer at time of nomination.  

 

7. Students will be given until April 15 of each year to accept the offer. If an offer is denied by the 

student, the next eligible applicant will be offered the fellowship. 

 

8. Applications will be reviewed on February 1 and March 1. 

 

Process: 

1. Graduate coordinator selects their top student and completes the application. 

2. Applications are reviewed by the Graduate School and Graduate Council and awarded or denied. 

3. Funds will be distributed to the student in September. 

4. Awards will be given based on…. Eligibility of program based on past award winners.  

5. Once the funds are exhausted, no further applications will be accepted.   



 

Nomination for Graduate School Merit Fellowship Pilot Program 

To be completed by the Graduate Coordinator: 

Academic Year (e.g., 2017-18) _______________      

Name of Student:  Last___________________________ First_________________________ M.I._____ 

ISU ID#___________________________                             ULID ___________________________ 

Major_________________________________________________  

Baccalaureate Institution __________________________________________________  

Last 60 GPA_________________ (minimum of 3.3 baccalaureate GPA for master’s level students)  

GRE Scores (if any):   Verbal________ Quant________ Analytic__________ 

Department where assistantship is to be held ______________________________________________  

Graduate Assistantship title: _______________________________________ 

GA Classification:          __ Teaching Assistant        __ Research Assistant      __ Admin/Op  

                                         __ Pre-Professional          __ External Practicum  

Has the assistantship been accepted by the student:  __ Yes  __ No  

Monthly stipend offered: _________  Hours per week worked: _______ 

Justification.  Please provide a concise academic rationale for the nomination of the above student for a 

Graduate Merit Fellowship. Attach additional sheet if necessary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approvals.  Please sign below.  

Graduate Coordinator_______________________________________ Date_____________________  

Department Chair/Director ________________________________________  Date_________________ 


