
Graduate Curriculum Committee Proposal 

Eliminate future dual credit courses 

Dual credit courses are those 300 level courses in which a graduate student can receive graduate credit. Currently 

departments/schools may establish these types of courses by completing the University Curriculum Committee (UCC) 

online proposal form. If approved by the UCC, it is sent to the Graduate School for Graduate Curriculum Committee 

(GCC) approval. To be approved by the GCC, the syllabus must contain “additional” course requirements to make it 

worthy of graduate credit.   

Proposal: It is requested that new or revised dual credit courses require establishment of a 300 level and a separate 400 

level course rather than one 300 level dual credit course.  

Once both courses are approved, they are scheduled to be taught in the same room, at the same time, by the same 

instructor, mirroring current practice.  Such an assignment will be equivalent to one section of a single course, because 

the maximum number of students in the class would not increase, the number of contact hours would remain the same, 

and the faculty work load would not increase because graduate students in dual credit courses should already be 

completing the additional graduate level work prior to this change. 

Pros: 

 The stigma/lack of understanding (outside of ISU) of 300 level courses on a graduate student’s transcript. These 

courses are often interpreted as junior level courses at many other universities. 

 End confusion on whether the course is being taken for graduate or undergraduate credit. Regularly, the 

Registrar’s office is asked to change course credit up to two and three semesters after enrollment because the 

graduate student unknowingly registered as an undergraduate. It is difficult to determine if graduate credit was 

earned.  

 Many international exchange students cannot take the 300 level version of the course because their home 

universities will not accept anything except 400+ level courses.   

 Improve the rigor of the course for graduate students due to improved graduate requirements and monitoring 

by faculty.  

 Help students and programs better meet the HLC 50% graduate (400) level course requirements for graduation. 

 Courses will remain essentially the same (including the title and learning outcomes) with the only difference 

being the additional graduate student assignments.  

 Ease for instructors to know there is a graduate student in the class who has different requirements because 

they are registered for a graduate course.  

Cons: 

 Courses must go through 2 curriculum processes – UCC and GCC. 

 Potentially a reduced number of courses available for graduate credit due to the need for 2 proposals.  

 Creates a need to address whether a student can take both the 300 level version and 400 level. (Must add a “not 

for credit if had” statement to the courses unless content is different as in, for example, topics courses.) 

 An associate or full graduate faculty member may not have been the instructor of record for the 300 level dual 

credit course, and this change would make it more visible.  


